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HI. A Letter from Dr. William Mufgrave to 
Dr.S loane, being an Argument for the more 
frequent ufe of Laryngotomy, urg’d from a 
remarkable Cure in Chirurgery; perform’d by 
Mr. John Keen of Roch in Cornwal. 

SIR, 

] T cannot pafs your Obfervation, that the erroneous 
Opinions, and unhappy Prejudices ; entertained by 
Mankind, in matters of Phyfic ; have occafioned great 
Calamities, and been of Pernicious Confequence to 
them. 

It was no fmall number of Men, that lome years 
fince, loft their Lives, from an Averfion to the Jefuits- 
Bark : depriving themfelves of the Ufe and Advantage 
of that excellent Drug, from a Reafon merely no- 
tninal. 

The like unaccountable Humour obtained a long 
time againft the ufe of Opiates, and a Temperate Regi¬ 
men in the Small Pox; by which fingle Method, the 
famous Dr. Sydenham has in all probability already 
preferv’d more of his Countrymen, than in the laft 
ten years fell by the Sword, in Ireland and Flanders. 

Of fuch deftrudive Confequence are Errors of this 
kind, when they become Falhionable and Eftablifht; 
and of luch Public Advantage is it to hinder their 
Growth, and taking Root in the mind* Men. 

We are ftill Labouring under many Prejudices of 
this Nature; feme quite excluding, others rarely ad¬ 
mitting, even in the utmoft extremity, moft advanta¬ 
geous Methods of Phyfic. I will at prefent mention 
only one; that is Laryngotomy, and fet forth the ground- 
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left Exceptions, and need left Fears, commonly expreft 
againft tliis fafe and ufeful Operation. 

Laryngotonrf is highly to be valued, for that in the 
greateft extremity, when a Man is in moft imminent 
danger of Suffocation, and to all appearance within 
very few minutes of his laft, by opening a new Paflage 
for Breath; it gives fpeedy and certain Relief, and 
this when all other Methods fail: and without any con- 
fiderable Injury from the Inftrument. The Patient, in 
a Minute or two, is brought from the ftruggjes of 
Death; to a (late of Complacency, Eafe and Secu¬ 
rity. In the large Field of Practical Phyfic ; perhaps 
there is not any one Method that works fe great a 
Change, for the better, in (o Ihort a time. 

But however Beneficial this Operation is, in itfelf, 
we find it (eldom practis'd ; very feldom ip Compa- 
rifon to the occafions for it. That Gap which appears 
on the cutting a Throat, (the divided Parts being fhen 
drawn to their other more fixt ends;) together with 
the great Flux of Blood, when the Jugulars, and Ca¬ 
rotid Arteries are alfo wounded ; create in moft Men 
a dread of this butcherly Operation; and make thofe, 
efpecially who are unacquainted With Anatomy, fu- 
fpedt all Wounds of the Trachea , as mortal; and op- 
pofe Laryngotomy under all the moft. urgent Circum- 
ftances. 

This, Prejudice is ftill of worfe Copfequence, for 
that Squinzies may be, as they often have been, Epi¬ 
demical; (inftances of which we have in Panarol, 
Wier, Hippocrates, &c.) in which Cafe this Opera¬ 
tion becomes of mote frequent neceffity; and 
greater numbers of Men muft perifh for not admit¬ 
ting it- 
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In order to Wipe off this Prejudice, (AS far as Ar¬ 
gument will go in this Matter ;) it may be affirm’d, 
mat Laryngotomy is in great danger of Suffocation, 
allowable, and the Wound curable: for that, (to 
argue k fortiori ) when the Trachea, has been Cut 
through, the Parts have been joyn’d together, and 
the Wound cured. 

Indeed, the Encyclopedia Chirurgica {Lib. 2. cap. 4 } 
has thele Words, §>»£ (vulnera fcil. Afpere Arterie) ut 
plurirmtm perictflo funt plenijfima ; i prafertim fi vafa Ju¬ 
gular ia firnulfint dtfcijfa, aut ip fa Arteria integre per 
tranfvemm dtjfeffu ; quae nulla Arte denud conne&e- 
fur , fed Machine humane tot akin njfert deftruffk 
onem. 

But, in opposition to this Voluminous Authority, 
I beg leaye to prelent you, with the following Obfer- 
vatjon, fefit me by an Ingenious Chirurgeon, Mr .John 
Keen of Qtmmal, who perform’d the Cure. You have 
it under his own Hand. 

Nicholas F-Tdbb, of St Emdor in Cornwal, aged Sixty 
three or thereabout, was tome time in March 1696. 
at a diftance from any Houle let On by Ruffians, 
Who firft by a Blow on the Occiput knockt him to the 
Ground; then transited the Trachea Ibmewhatbeneath 
the P'omum Ad ami, together with feveral of the adjacent 
Muffles, and feme large Blood*-VeflelS ; from which 
he loft a very great quality df Blood, feen afterwards 
fyingonthe Ground. The Ruffians having Robbd him, 
and thinking him either dead, Or paft all recovery, 
left him. After lotne time the Wounded Man recovers 
ft) much Senle and Strength as to thruft his Neckcloth 
into the large and gaping Wound, and by degrees to 
craul Home to his own Houle, not far from the Scene 
of this Tragedy. In 
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In this lamentable condition I was lent for, and af¬ 
ter examination of the Wound , and confidering the 
great Flux of Blood, I was not more lurprifed at any 
thing than that the Patient was then alive. 7 here 
feem’d to be no manner of hopes, not the leaft pro¬ 
pped: of Recovery: however, in order to an attempt, 
I endeavoured to iupprefs the Hemorrhage, and to join 
the divided parts. 

JUfothymes came frequently upon the Patient, efpe- 
cially upon every little motion of his Body, and gave 
great interruptions to the Methods of Chirurgery, 
and feften’d our hopes of a Cure. His frequent Lipo- 
thpnies were after fome time fueceeded by Convulfions, 
and then indeed I thought his Thread of Life very 
near an end. 

Another great difficulty arofe from the parts of the 
Trachea being now at a vaft dillance from each other. 
The lower part being every turn of Infpiration ftrnk 
deep into the Neck as low as the CLvicula, and juft 
appeared upon every Expiration. 

To furmount thefe Difficulties, and particularly to 
fecyre faft hold of the lower part of the Trachea, I or*- 
dered a lulty ftrong Fellow, then prelent, to hold the 
Legs of the Patient over his Shoulders, and by this 
means raile them, together with the Abdomen, above 
the thorax, QolUm f &c. in which Poftpre the divided 
parts came lb near to each other, that with ftrong 
waxen Thread I few’d together feveral of them : but as 
to the Divilions of the Trachea, I lectured them toge¬ 
ther by paffing large Needles deep into the Flefh oh 
each fide* and twilling ftrong waxen Thread about 
them as in lahio fi(fo. Over all, for greater lecuricy, 
I applied a Reftri<Sive <jaf ptdv rapring. Clowes) cover¬ 
ing the greateft of the Neck with a Defen'&iiive, 
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Bx bola cm alknmne.ovor. advifing the Patient to Ire as 
quietus he could. 

The Patient now begins again to Speak, and as well 
as the Cough, difficulty of Breath, and his Weaknefs 
would allow, foftly, and with a low Voice gives art 
account of the occafion as above. 

An Arteriac was then made up for him (to (mooth 
the Trachea, and promote Expectoration ) e Track 
PeBoral. Bateau, (jn aq. Stephan II Solut.) 5iij- Syr. 
Tufilag. lip. Baljamic, %\-pulv. Anif. Glycyr. ana Si-Bafiant. 
Sulphur, terebinth. 5 1 5 . Peruv. gut. vj. cum heellis apt* 
defpumat. q. f. fiat Linthu per Bacillum Glycyr. fapins ad 
libend. From the ufe of which his Cough abated, and 
hedifeharged by Expectoration much Grumous Blood, 
and other Matter. 

As to the Convulfions and Lipothymies, I applied to 
hiSrNoftrifs Sptr, C. C. Succin. &c, and Embrocated the 
back part of his Neck with a Liniment, ex ol.LU. 
Alb. ji. Tereb. Succin. ana 3i. N. M. 3 p. Ung. Tfervin.3l\. 
Mif. And then took leave, and upon my return the 
#ext day found the Convulfions had left- him ; nor had 
he from that time any return of '.them, or of the 
Syncope. 

But on the fourth day the Stitches were torn open, 
the Wound appear’d large enough to admit a middle 
fix’d Hand : ja great part of the Oefophagus appear’d in 
view much inflam’d and fcratcht by the Instrument; 
Ifis Epyglotits didnotasufual, cover the Rima of the 
Larynx, fb that I could eafily fee up into the Mouth, 
part of the Annular Cartilage was cut obliquely, and 
hung only by a little fibre to the upper part of the 
Larynx, &c. 

Indeed I met with frequent Ruptures* the wax 
Thread.and Needles often fretting through the Flglh 
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they held, and was by them put back, in my Cure; bub 
I as often repeated the (aid Stitches in manner and me¬ 
thod as before-mentioned. 

About the tenth Day the larger Blood-Veflels ap¬ 
pear’d conglutinated and covered With new Flefh; the 
GuU of good Afpedt, the Inflammation of that and all 
the Neighbouring parts gone. I now dreft with Lini¬ 
ment Arcei. 

On the Eleventh the fymptomatic Fever was in a> 
manner gone, and the Wound under the eircumftances 
Of good digeftion. 

In the mean time the Diet when he could fwallow 
was of Mutton-Broth, Ale-Meat, Poacht-Eggs. 

The Cough continuing a long time very fevere, was 
at length overcome by duly adhereing to the Linchis* 
aforefaid, with repeated Boles of Balfatn. Luc at el. Conf. 
Rofar. Rub. hora fomni, with a Draught of a Pedtoral 
Decodtion, ufed alfo inflead of common Drink. To 
mitigate the violence of it, and procure him Sleep, 
the following Haufius was frequently ufed, and never 
fail'd our expe&ation. ft 01. Amygdal. Dul Rec. Bxprefs 
§ p. Syr. de Me con: 3d Laud. Lond. (Aq. Steph. §ij. Selut,) 
gr. i}. fat haufius hora fomni fumendus. 

About the Eleventh and Twelfth Days we plainly 
difcovered little Portions of new Flefh arifing not on¬ 
ly from the Carneous Membrane incumbent on the 
Gullet, but alfo out of the Subftance of the Carti¬ 
lages themfelves, both on the upper and lower parts of 
the divided Trachea. The external containing parts of 
the Neck began now to unite by Incarnation; new Flelh 
arifing and apparently leflening the dimcnfions of the 
Wound every time there was a Laceration of the 
Stitches, infomuch that two Needles were now (iiffi- 
cient, whereas I ufed in the beginning not lets than, 



C 4°4 ] 

fix. And thofe Carneous Portions both of the Tra¬ 
chea and Exterior parts, gradually joining and inter¬ 
mixing, became one folid Cicatrix from each end of 
the Wound almoft to the middle of the Wind-Pipe, 
where the Air continued in fome degree to have an 
Exit. 

About the Fifteenth Day I removed feveral pieces of 
Bones which had contra&ed a Caries in the Carti¬ 
lage (which in this old Man as in many others was 
grown Ofleous) and were thrufl: out by the New 
Flefh. 

He now Swallows with little trouble. Eats fufficiently, 
and nourishes in Proportion. The Aperture about the 
Twenty fixth Day was almoft clos’d up, and in Four 
or Five Days more the ftdes of the Wound'were per¬ 
fectly join’d and Cicatriz’d, the Trachea performing its 
part in Refpiration as at other times without any cons¬ 
iderable inconvenience. 

He fpeaks indifferent well, but is forc’t to take care 
in fwallowing, the Rimula not being exactly Ihut as be¬ 
fore the Wound, which makes Liquor of any fort more 
apt to fall into the Canal, and fo caufe a Cough, 
Hoarfnefs, &c. He does not Swallow dry Meats as 
well as formerly, but in all otl^er refpe&s is as well as 
ever. 

This Cure was in this manner perform’d by me John 
Keen , of Rcch in Ccrmval, in the Year 1696. as above. 

This fignal Hiflory affords Matter for much Obser¬ 
vation ; but the only ufe I ihall at prefent make of it, 
is, that if, in a Perfon of this Age, (above Sixty;) 
if in a Wound whereby the Trachea was Cut through, 
and feveral of the Cartilages beaten together ; the 
divided parts of the Trachea may.-be made to unite and 
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grow together, (as inthe prefent Cafe ;) certainly then 
Larfngotomy ; which is a much Jels dangerous Wound 
indeed, but little in Comparifon to it: in violent 
Squinzies, in danger of Suffocation, from Caufes of a 
like nature with them; may fafely, and ought to be 
put in Pra&ile. The Diladvantage is a flight-Wound 
eaflly cured; the Advantage notliing lefs than the Life 
of a Man. 
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